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NEW ACCG REPORT REVEALS TRENDS IN TRANSPORTATION SOLUTIONS AND
FUNDING NATIONWIDE

ATLANTA, Ga. (September 15, 2009) — The Association County Commissioners of
Georgia (ACCG) has released a report which examines efforts by other states to increase
transportation funding since 2000. This report, “Coping with Transportation Funding Deficits: A
Survey of the States,” incorporates information from more than 35 states and highlights how
these states are working to address transportation infrastructure investment needs through a
variety of methods and revenue sources. The report identifies several trends, including the
growing popularity of asking voters to approve new transportation funding that is not tied to
traditional sources such as the motor fuel tax but instead is tailored to meet the specific needs
of their state and local governments.

“We need to come together to find a solution that addresses both the state’s needs and allows
counties and regions of counties the flexibility to meet their varied needs,” said ACCG Executive
Director Jerry Giriffin. “This report shows that other states are facing similar challenges and
finding solutions — Georgia can do the same.”

Key findings in the report include:

e Referenda were the most frequently used method to increase transportation funding.
At least 210 referenda were proposed to increase revenues for transportation since 2000,
with varying levels of success. States are veering away from the traditional transportation
revenue source of motor fuel taxes; instead, referenda were primarily regarding sales and
property taxes, bonds and other fees.

e Many states are enabling local governments and existing or newly-defined regions to
develop their own revenue generating solutions. More local tax measures (173) were
proposed than any other type of referenda. In addition, 19 regional measures also were
proposed. The majority (13) of these proposals included sales tax increases, and nine of
them were approved.

e Most of the statewide measures that were proposed to voters were for the approval of
bond projects. Fourteen of the seventeen statewide ballot measures were for bond
approvals.

e Many state legislatures are taking direct action to increase transportation funding.
Six states increased the motor fuel tax. Twelve raised fees, primarily vehicle registration
fees, and three enabled their largest metropolitan regions to levy sales taxes for
transportation.

(more)




The report inventories specific proposals at the local, regional and state level, and includes the
purpose for which the funds were proposed. It also includes additional information on legislation
enacted by state legislatures.

“Our primary purpose in developing this report was to assist Georgia’s policymakers by
providing them with a comprehensive overview of legislative strategies used by other states,”
said Matthew Hicks, ACCG Associate Policy Director for Economic Development and
Transportation. “We learned that there is no single answer to transportation funding. States are
developing solutions to meet their specific needs and empowering local governments with the
tools necessary to address their own transportation challenges.”

ACCG is a strong proponent of investing in transportation infrastructure in Georgia to achieve
state transportation goals and to provide consistent funding for transportation projects at the
local level. ACCG has actively worked with the Governor’s Office, state legislators, the
Department of Transportation and state transportation authorities and others including the Get
Georgia Moving Coalition to meet the needs of all Georgians.

The “Coping with Transportation Funding Deficits” report was compiled using information from
several organizations that track transportation funding and finance, including the Center for
Transportation Excellence, a non-partisan policy research center created to serve the needs of
communities and transportation organizations nationwide, and the National Conference of State
Legislatures (NCSL). In addition, ACCG staff conducted informal surveys of 27 states via
phone and email interviews, as well as Internet searches. The complete report is available at

Wwww.accg.org.
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About ACCG: It is the mission of the Association County Commissioners of Georgia to
enhance the role, stature and responsiveness of county government in Georgia. Since counties
are the level of government closest to the people and serve all the people of the state, ACCG
will promote the ability of Georgia counties to provide public services responsibly, efficiently,
and cost effectively through cooperative legislative action, education of public officials, provision
of quality member services and technical assistance, and increasing public awareness of critical
local government issues. For more information, go to www.accg.org.




