
Water Tour of South Georgia 

 
March 30, 2016 
 
Please have lunch on your own before boarding the bus. 
 
1:00 p.m. Bus departs Henry County Commissioners Office 

40 Henry Parkway, McDonough, GA  
 
 
2:30 p.m. Arrive at Go Fish Georgia Center in Perry, Georgia (Houston County) 
  1255 Perry Parkway, Perry, GA   
   

While much of the focus of the state’s water wars has been on water use for 
growing metro areas and agriculture, there’s another important element at play 
here as well – our wildlife resources. Maintaining river flows is important to 
conserving the state’s aquatic life and habitats. Fishing alone has a more than $1 
billion economic impact in Georgia. Learn more about the wildlife implications of 
the water wars and enjoy a tour of the aquariums and education resources at the 
Go Fish Center at the Georgia National Fairgrounds.  
 

3:45 p.m.   Bus departs Go Fish Center  
 

As we continue our travels to Colquitt County, we are joined on the bus by 
Shana Jones, Program Manager of the Planning and Environmental Services 
Unit at the Carl Vinson Institute of Government. She will provide a 20-minute 
overview of the Clean Water Act and how the drought led to regional water 
planning. 

 
5:30 p.m. Bus arrives at Hampton Inn in Moultrie, GA (Colquitt County) 

441 Veterans PKWY NE, Moultrie, GA 
 
6:15 p.m.   Bus departs for dinner 
 
6:30 p.m. Dinner at Ashburn Hill Plantation  

1172 Lower Meigs Rd, Moultrie, GA 
 

Get a glimpse into the South Georgia culture of quail hunting while enjoying 
dinner at the Ashburn Hill Plantation. The property and its facilities – including a 
former train depot – have undergone renovations to transform this historic 
property into a thriving agribusiness site offering traditional hunting, skeet 
shooting and horseback riding in addition to serving as a popular venue for 
weddings and other events. 

 
  

http://www.gofisheducationcenter.com/
http://ashburnhillplantation.com/


March 31, 2016 

 
Please have breakfast on your own at the hotel and check out before boarding the bus. 
 
8:30 a.m.  Bus departs for Sunbelt Ag Expo 
 
9:00 a.m.  Bus arrives at Sunbelt Ag Expo  

290 Harper Blvd, Moultrie, GA  
                   

What better place to learn about the science and technology involved in 
agriculture and water conservation than at the Sunbelt Ag Expo? This facility 
annually hosts North America’s Premier Farm Show each October and is home 
to a 600-acre research farm that is used not only to showcase the newest and 
best practices in farming but also to give equipment demos and provide 
educational seminars. Throughout the morning, we’ll explore the grounds of the 
Sunbelt Ag Expo and hear from the following speakers to better understand how 
Georgia’s farmers use and conserve water to maximize their production efforts 
and support Georgia’s number one economic driver: agriculture. Speakers 
include: 

 
 Chip Blaylock, Executive Director, Sun Belt Ag Expo, Overview of 

Operations 

 Gerald Long, President, Georgia Farm Bureau, Discussion of Water 

Policies 

 Antonio Fleming, Technical Services Manager, Georgia Soil and Water 

Conservation Commission, on monitoring water usage using water 

meters on irrigation systems 

 Mike Mills, Territory Manager, Reinke Irrigation, on using telemetry 

technology to operate irrigation systems 

 Rad Yeager, Certified Ag Consultants, on using soil moisture meters to 

decide when and how much to irrigate 

 Stanley Culpepper, Associate Professor and Extension Agronomist, 

UGA College of Agriculture & Environmental Services, on the role cover 

crops play in water conservation 

12:00 p.m. Lunch   

1:00 p.m. Bus departs for Henry County 
 
4:30 p.m. Bus arrives at Henry County Commissioners Office 

140 Henry Parkway, McDonough, GA 
 

 

 

 
 

http://sunbeltexpo.com/

